








































Preliminary Alternatives Report 

APPENDIX 
NEC PRELIMINARY ALTERNATIVES 































Federal Railroad Administration
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Program Level D – Preliminary Alternative 13
Enhanced Operations via Danbury-Hartford-Providence and Improved Existing NEC Route

Capacity improvements (Increment #5):
New right-of-way and major increase in capacity, Boston-to-
Washington; terminal capacity improvements, relief of 
bottlenecks and targeted  improvements on existing NEC 
Spine to optimize capacity for continuing operations.
Trip-Time Improvements:
New right-of-way designed for 220 mph top speed; targeted 
speed and trip-time improvements along existing NEC spine

Newark, NJ

New YorkService Types

Express
Inter-Regional /
Metropolitan
Regional Rail

Train Type by Service Area

General Characteristics
Relative Magnitude

Quantity of Service 7

Level of Investment 7

Operational Environment
            Conventional
            Enhanced

Capacity Improvement 7

Trip Time Improvement 5.5

Variety of Service Types 7

Level of Service to: 
- Intermediate NEC Markets

7

- Existing Connecting Corridors 7

- New Connecting Corridors 7
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Program Level D – Preliminary Alternative 14
Enhanced Operations via Suffolk County-Hartford-Worcester and Improved Existing NEC Route

Capacity improvements (Increment #5):
New right-of-way and major increase in capacity, Boston-to-
Washington; terminal capacity improvements, relief of 
bottlenecks and targeted  improvements on existing NEC 
Spine to optimize capacity for continuing operations.
Trip-Time Improvements:
New right-of-way designed for 220 mph top speed; targeted 
speed and trip-time improvements along existing NEC spine

Newark, NJ

Service Types

Express
Inter-Regional /
Metropolitan
Regional Rail

Train Type by Service Area

General Characteristics
Relative Magnitude

Quantity of Service 7

Level of Investment 7

Operational Environment
            Conventional
            Enhanced

Capacity Improvement 7

Trip Time Improvement 5.5

Variety of Service Types 7

Level of Service to: 
- Intermediate NEC Markets

7

- Existing Connecting Corridors 7

- New Connecting Corridors 7
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Program Level D – Preliminary Alternative 15
Enhanced Operations via Delmarva and Nassau-Stamford-Springfield-Worcester and Improved NEC 

Capacity improvements (Increment #5):
New right-of-way and major increase in capacity, Boston-to-
Washington; terminal capacity improvements, relief of 
bottlenecks and targeted  improvements on existing NEC 
Spine to optimize capacity for continuing operations.
Trip-Time Improvements:
New right-of-way designed for 220 mph top speed; targeted 
speed and trip-time improvements along existing NEC spine

Newark, NJ

Service Types

Express
Inter-Regional /
Metropolitan
Regional Rail

Train Type by Service Area

General Characteristics
Relative Magnitude

Quantity of Service 7

Level of Investment 7

Operational Environment
            Conventional
            Enhanced

Capacity Improvement 7

Trip Time Improvement 5.5

Variety of Service Types 7

Level of Service to: 
- Intermediate NEC Markets

7

- Existing Connecting Corridors 7

- New Connecting Corridors 7
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